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ABINGDON, VA —It’s winter now, but the Virginia Highlands Festival Board of Directors is already thinking of summer. We are working hard on plans for the 62nd annual Festival, which will be held July 24th – August 8th.  We are excited to prepare for another Festival which brings fun and enjoyment to so many residents and visitors to historic Abingdon. 

As you can imagine, putting on a 16 day festival takes the support of a 100 person plus Board of Directors, and donations from local corporations, patrons, the Virginia Commission for the Arts, the town of Abingdon and Washington County. We receive help from local volunteers, who give their time and effort to make this extravaganza possible. 

We look forward to providing some old favorites, such as Arts and Crafts, the Antiques Market, Creative Writing Day, a Street Party, Photography, Fine Arts, and Celtic Weekend. We are sure that if you visit the Festival this summer there will be a little something for everyone no matter what your interests may be. 

In prior years, the Arts and Crafts portion of the Festival has been located on the Barter Green, adjacent to the Martha Washington Hotel. But this year, the Festival is excited to announce a new location for Arts and Crafts and Music! The new location will be Remsburg Drive in downtown Abingdon.  Gary and Susan Kimbrell, Co-Presidents of the 2010 Festival said, “ We are very excited about this move.  It will provide us with a larger, more accessible area for Arts and Crafts and will put us in a location near the town merchants, which should help them with more visibility”.  

Working with the town, the Festival plans to block off the street from just before the former Starving Artist Café building and winding down to the Farmers Market Pavilion, where the street intersects with Cummings Drive. All the Music events including Celtic Weekend will be held in the Farmers Market Pavilion without affecting the operation of the farmers selling their produce on Tuesdays and Saturdays at the Pavilion.  

The Festival hopes you will be able to enjoy the fun this summer! To volunteer to help with the Festival, please call the Festival Office at 276-623-5266 or e-mail at vhf@eva.org. 

