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Festival Kitchen Tour again promises superb quality, wide variety of style

ABINGDON, VA — Five of Washington County, Virginia’s many outstanding homes will be featured this year on the Virginia Highlands Festival Home & Garden Kitchen Tour. Better yet, the styles and ages of each kitchen range from the late 1800s to cutting-edge present and from log home to Mediterranean style. 

Two tours will be held. The twilight tour will gather at the Abingdon High School stadium parking lot at 5 p.m. on Thursday, July 29. A second tour will meet at the stadium parking lot at 12 noon on Friday, July 30.  Tickets for both tours can be purchased at the Virginia Highlands Festival office at 120 Court Street in Abingdon, Virginia (276) 623-5266, or The Abingdon Convention & Visitors Bureau at 335 Cummings Street, Abingdon. Cost for the twilight tour is $35, which covers the tour and delicious refreshments at one home. The noon tour on Friday costs $15. 

One historic home on the tour was owned for many years by one of Washington County’s oldest established families. Resident John McConnell lived in this home without indoor plumbing until 1954! The home has since been renovated to include modern conveniences, but still retains the original functioning 1880 kitchen fireplace, and a quarry tile floor installed in 1950. If tour goers like what they see here, they can become the new owners. This home is for sale!

In contrast, another home on the tour is built in the Mediterranean style and includes many upscale conveniences such as radiant floor heating, electronic control of all equipment, and boasts one of only 50 pools in the world to display a fully tiled bottom. The home also features an eight-seat theatre, a 270-degree view of South Holston Lake and a full exercise trail around its surrounding 26 acres. 

The kitchen of this home features a rare variety of granite for its counters, its own water purification system, plus an under-cabinet TV and computer station and a steam and convection oven. 

Built just two years ago, another home overlooks the rolling hills of Paramount Farm on the edge of Abingdon. Since the homeowner is a building materials specialist, tour attendees should note the extensive use of rare granites, the exquisite maple cabinets as well as the five-burner gas cook top with a warming drawer. 

One home during the twilight tour will feature two kitchens. The second kitchen is located downstairs by the pool and includes a wine cellar plus cabinetry made from a cheery tree that was cut from the yard during renovation of the home. 

Each of the homes on the tour promises to give tour patrons wonderful kitchen ideas and examples of the latest designs and equipment choices. Don’t miss this exciting and one-time opportunity to see such outstanding features from some of Washington County’s best homes!
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