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Virginia Highlands Festival Celebrates the 10th

Anniversary of the Celtic Weekend With a Special Friday Night Concert!
ABINGDON, VA — It’s an exciting year for Abingdon’s Celtic Weekend – a very popular weekend during the Virginia Highlands Festival.  A “kick-off” concert takes place on Friday evening, July 30th and features an exciting Celtic band from Toronto – Enter the Haggis.  

Over the past three albums and five years, Toronto’s Celtic rock band Enter the Haggis has found itself at the center of a grassroots success story ever teetering on the brink of mainstream success.  From playing Celtic festivals to head-lining them, and from the festival circuit to selling out multiple nights in rock venues, ETH has blazed a path with heavy and almost constant touring up and down the East Coast, to Canada, the West Coast and back again.  The band has made waves in the musicality of the genre, landing Billboard and iTunes World Music charting as well as major television appearances on shows like Live With Regis and Kelly, A & E Breakfast With the Arts and PBS’ popular program Out of Ireland, with it’s multi-influence style of Celtic rock.  It’s the kind of overall sound and devotion package that has created not only die-hard fans, but “Haggis Heads” that follow the band from gig to gig.  The band plays progressive and lyrically driven music that’s strongly rooted in Celtic tradition – from storytelling to the bagpipes.  Visit www.enterthehaggis.com.

Opening for Enter the Haggis will be Asheville’s premier Celtic band Uncle Hamish and the Hooligans.  Influenced by such groundbreaking bands as Seven Nations, they set out to play Celtic music that also included their personal tastes.  In their music, you’re likely to hear influences that range from Toto to Genesis and all points in between.  Mix that together with some hard driving Celtic driven by the pipes, and Celtic fans are in for quite a treat!  Check them out at www.unclehamishandthehooligans.com.

This special Friday evening concert begins at 6:30 p.m. at the Abingdon Pavilion on Remsburg drive.  Tickets are $5.00 for this concert, but special $10.00 passes will admit

Celtic music fans to all of the concerts during the weekend. Children under twelve are admitted free.  

Tickets may be purchased in advance by calling the Virginia Highlands Festival office at (276) 623-5266 or may be purchased at the Pavilion prior to the show.  

Saturday and Sunday’s bands include:  The Appalachian Highlanders Pipe and Drum, Coyote Run, Rathkeltair, Tinsmith, Drums and Drones, more performances by Uncle Hamish and the Hooligans, and the enchanting sounds of Cast In Bronze.  

For more information about the Celtic Weekend and other festival events, please visit the website at:  www.vahighlandsfestival.org.

